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THE IMPACT POINT 
Helping Homeless Veterans Successfully Rejoin Our Community

Five Star Veterans Center Military Ball,              
a Success by All Measures 

The Blount Island Marines started the evening in fine 
military style with the Honor Sword Drill, and the 
Colors Guard provided a moment of reflection. The 
active duty and retired service members guests were 
resplendent in dress uniform. 

Financially, the evening was a success. Five Star 
Veterans Center is grateful for Senator Aaron Bean 
encouraging the audience to open their wallets during 
the silent auction joyfully; all enjoyed the dance floor. 

There are so many people to thank for helping to 
make this first-ever event a success for Five Star. 
Deserving special recognition is the Planning Team: 
Cindy Graves, Andrew Kisz, Peret Pass, and             
Lucy Hoover.  

Look for an announcement about next year’s Military 
Ball in the coming months.

Our thanks to Brad Thorton, (2nd from L) and the 
WQIK iHeart Radio team, with Shawn Leeand (3rd 
from L) Sales Manager for Jenkins Hyundai. The 
group presented a check to Col. Len Loving (3rd  
from R) to support the Mental Health program for      
our residents.

Mike Durden 
Veteran of the Year 

Five Star Veterans 
Center presented its 
highest resident award 
for 2018 to Mike 
Durden. After Hurricane 
Irma wreaked havoc on 
the computer center, 

Mike rewired it so residents could continue their job 
searches and school work. He demonstrated his 
outstanding IT and security system skills, designing and 
installing the new Comcast Computer Lab. He managed 
this while completing his BS Degree in Information 
Technology and pursuing his Master's Degree in Cyber 
Security Systems. "I am grateful beyond words for the 
support of Five Star Veterans Center. Without them, I 
would not have accomplished what I have,” Mike said 
upon receiving the award.

Jags Management Staff Tackles Clean-Up 

Several members of the Jaguars staff demonstrated 
outstanding scrubbing and painting skills last month, 
leaving Five Star Veterans Center ship-shape and 
ready for inspection. 

Five Star Veterans Center is                             
More Than a “Homeless Shelter” 

When people envision a shelter for the homeless, 
they think of the traditional model that provides 
care with a hot meal, a shower, and a bed for the 
night. Five Star Veterans Center goes well beyond 
the expected homeless shelter. 

For the past seven years, Five Star Veterans Center, 
a 40-bed facility, has provided a full complement 
of services a homeless veteran needs by providing 
a safe home while restoring their health, 
reconnecting with them with family  and friends, 
preparing them for a successful transition, ready to 
rejoin their community. Veterans reside at Five Star 
from six to 18 months, treating each person based 
on their individual needs and circumstances. 

GO  
JAGS! 



"Soldiers, Sailors, and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force: 
You are about to embark upon the Great Crusade, toward which we have striven these many months. 

The eyes of the world are upon you.                                                                                                          
the hopes and prayers of liberty-loving people everywhere are with you.”

The Colonel’s Corner 
Dear friends, 

We are grateful for the fantastic support Five Star Veterans 
Center received so far this year. Farah & Farah is continuing 
their matching fundraising event this year. Check out the 
American Legion 250 poster for their music festival fundraiser 
on this page. 

In the first quarter, we averaged housing and feeding an average      
of 33 veterans daily. Forty veterans received mental health 
services, and a veteran service officer provided over 180 hours 
to 45 residents. 

The Gen. Dwight Eisenhower quote at the top of the page has 
always resonated deeply with me. While the veterans Five Star 
serves today were not on the beaches D-Day, their service to 
our country is equally important to us all. We must continue 
serving those who have served us so bravely. 

Please consider supporting our local homeless veterans. A 
donation of $250 provides a month of mental health services. 
$100 feeds our residents for a week. We appreciate every dollar. 

From all of us at Five Star Veterans Center, especially from      
our residents, thank you for helping them prepare to restore 
their health, reconnect with loved ones, and successfully rejoin 
our community. 

Wishing you a Happy Independence Day celebration, 

Col. Len Loving, RET.  |  CEO Five Star Veterans Center 
40 Acme Street  Jacksonville, FL 32211 | 904- 723- 5950 

Thank you to our sustaining partners!                                                                                                                                        
Your generosity keeps our doors open, and our residents safe while they prepare to rejoin our community.                                                                                                                                                                                                         

American Legion Riders  |  Bank of America  |  Dolores Barr Weaver Foundation |  Duval Media                                                 
Florida Veterans Foundation  |  Heart Touch Communications  |  Jaguars Foundation                                                             

The Community Foundation for NE FL  |  The Home Depot  |  The Jim Jacobs Foundation                                                   
The Players  |  Wounded Warrior Project

Everyday We Help Homeless Veterans 
Restore         Reconnect         Rejoin

Toni Crawford Family The Hughes Family

Thank you to our Military Ball for All Sponsors!   


